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Lesson 


In spite of the blanket of censorship and 
propaganda, there has been a deadlock for 
months between the political leaders of the 
nation on post-war planning. The dead- 
lock is caused by the fact that the majority 
of these leaders are committed to policies 
of holding national self-interest above world 
peace. 

There is, however, hope in the fact that 
steady progress toward cooperation is being 
made in fields where economists, scientists 
in economic welfare, food specialists, etc., 
get together. The Bretton Woods military 
conference produced decisive and lasting re- 
sults; there are many problems left to be 
solved, but definite achievements were re- 
corded. 

The majority of delegates to this con- 
ference were not rich men _ representing 
wealth, or men elected to political office; 
they were for the most part scholars, stu- 
dents of economics, specialists in many prob- 
lems, few of them widely known but all 
of them interested in something beyond 
themselves and their own purposes. 

Lessons that the world must dig out and 
learn are buried deep in that monetary con- 
ference. 


Labor Bloc 


The pressure of labor, especially the 
CIO, on political trends is now being felt 
and recognized more widely than ever be- 
fore. Indicative of this trend was the no- 
mination of Senator Harry S. Truman for 
the Vice Presidency at the recent Demo- 
cratic convention; administration leaders 
had to get Sidney Hillman, who had been 
a strong Wallace supporter, to switch over 
and ok Truman. 

There has been a vogue in the press and 
over the radio to discount derisively the 
importance of the labor vote. Don’t let 
that fool you. The power of the labor in- 
fluence is not vote power in the numerical 
sense—it is pressure power in the bloc vote 
sense. The general public can easily out- 
vote labor, but the organized vote of labor, 
directed by the interpretation of labor’s in- 
terests as laid down by its leaders, can and 
does bring potent influence to bear on poli- 
tical trends. That influence is not at the 
ballot box—it is behind the scenes in com- 
mittees and caucuses and takes place long 
before the ballot box is reached. 


(Continued on next page) 


THERE IS NO EVIL in American life today that could not be either thoroughly 
purged or adequately curbed within a year if the majority of the people who cal! them- 
selves Christian carried their religion into their civic relationships. We pray “Thy 
kingdom come,” but we’d never vote for the fellow who promised really to bring it! 


X-Ray and Forecast 


God Intervening? 

Militarists say that the German Army is yet powerful enough to fight a slowly re- 
treating war for many months longer, creating a holocaust of destruction beyond any- 
thing known to man. That is the human side of the picture—with mounting destruc- 
tion flesh, blood and steel pushing slowly and relentlessly on all fronts and flesh, blood 
and steel gradually giving ground on all fronts. But the human side is orly part of 
it. There is the spiritual side—the untraceable, invisible veins of spiritual life and 
strength by which nations and men really live. Before this inner pattern of life the 
leaders of Washington, London and Moscow have stood helpless as all human beings 
must, and within this inner life of the race, where men cannot go, is where God works. 
There He is working—among revolting, resisting throngs of disillusioned workers, sea- 
men who will no longer go down to the sea, officers who will no longer see men die in 
vain. It is the spiritual tides that are turning the battle tides of history. 


Papal Neutrality 


If Protestant leaders come out for a negotiated peace instead of unconditional sur- 
render they are smeared in true Wilhelmstrasse style everywhere from the White House 
down to the communist Daily Worker as “appeasers,” “isolationists,” etc., etc. But a 
big tight hush-hush is kept on the fact that the Pope has urged and is still urging a 
negotiated peace, so Mr. Roosevelt and even the communists go tiptoeing around to 
keep Catholic votes from being disturbed. 

Right now two special Washington envoys and several British spokesmen are at the 
Vatican trying to win the Pope over to the Washington-London viewpoint of giving 
the Germans the works to. the very last bomb and shell. We cannot vouch for their 
truth, but significant and repeated reports are heard that, while the Washington and 
British papal delegates sip tea with the cardinals while waiting to see his Holiness, 
special Russian visitors are seen slipping in and out of the Vatican’s side entrances. 
The Pope is not going to be caught unprepared if Churchillian plans go wrong. 
Germany and Revolution 

A severe hush-hush is still being kept on the biggest question of war: What will 
be the dominant force in Germany when the Nazis collapse? There is a wave of 
feverish premonition gripping official London that the Nazis are deliberately letting 
Russia make the largest gains while the German Army puts its greatest strength on 
the western front. The Nazis see a way out in that maneuver. After sacrificing a 
few top figures, they can stage a revolution, proclaim a communist state, link it with 
the Soviet and have at their back the greatest army of history—the combined forces 
of the Soviet republics. That picture is causing nervous breakdowns in London and 
in some spots in Washington and Wall Street. 

If sueh a development should occur, all that Churchill and the Tories have been 
fighting for would be destroyed—the preservation of the old status quo, the vast estates 
of land, money and industry in Europe which are all interwoven with British interests. 
A British Empire cannot survive if revolution sweeps the vast areas where its hold- 
ings are rooted,—Europe, the Mediterranean, the Near East, India and Malay. If a 
revolution starts, it will not stop in Europe but will sweep on in one form or another 
until it penetrates all the areas that are characterized by racial domination and economic 
exploitation. 

This will not happen in six weeks after Hitler falls; it will more likely take ten 
years, but we must not be blind to its development. Ten years is a very short time 
in history. As we have suggested to our readers many times before—think what you 
will of the communists, Stalin and the rest, but keep your eyes on that Russian army! 
It is the one unpredictable factor in the war picture. It is the one force that Churchill 
and the Washington-Wall Street collaborators of Tory policy cannot control. They 
do not know where that Russian army is going any more than you do. 


(Continued on next page) 
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Lessons of Versailles 


As the Four Power conference prepares to convene, we must re- 
member that, in spite of all the official propaganda that has been 
used to disguise the fact, national self-interest has been the pre- 
dominant character of the shaping of post-war plans so far. For 
several months American interests have been caught between the 
grindstones of British-Soviet demands which are admittedly based 
on the promotion of their own limited interests. 


Americans have been allowed to hear very little about agreements 
reached behind the scenes between America, Britain, Russia and 
France. As at Teheran, announcements are released in a manner 
that will achieve the most for political and propaganda purposes but 
little is revealed concerning agreements being forged between the 
leading powers over the disposition of German territories, German 
trade areas, Japanese territories and trade areas. 


For instance, after the fall of Mussolini, proclamations were 
made concerning Italian peace agreements which were stated in broad 
and general terms obviously not thorough-going enough to cover 
many of the most important issues involved. When inquiries 
were made as to whether there were any other agreements 
made besides those announced in the peace terms—secret agreements 
which would be unfavorably received by the common citizer of 
America and Britain—London issued statements, echoed in \Wash- 
ington, emphasizing the report that there were no secret agreements. 
Since then, as you have no doubt seen in various publications, it has 
been openly admitted in the British Houses of Parliament that the 
stalemate which has prevailed over the new democratic Italian ca- 
binet, and which has held back the winning of the war in Italy, was 
caused by the fact that this new cabinet did not contain some of the 
leaders of the old pro-fascist cabinet who had made special se-ret 
agreements to English interests relative to post-war commitments. 


The plain fact is that the peaceful solution of the Italian problem 
has been held back because of secret agreements affecting certain 
trade interests dear to the heart of certain London officials who have 
large holdings in Italian areas. The existence of these agreements 
was denied until circumstances forcibly revealed their presence. 


Our hopes and prayers for peace must boldly face these realities. 
Moreover, need we be surprised? The Versailles Treaty was of 
the same cloth and pattern. Many of the men who were concerned 
with the Versailles discussions are today still powerful in world 
diplomatic circles. Roosevelt was Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
Churchill was high in the London government and there are others 
similarly placed. 


William C. Bullitt, former ambassador to France and Russia, 
who also was at the Versailles negotiations in an unofficial capacity, 
made public recently several important revelations concerning the 
treaty. These revelations need to be kept in mind. 


Mr. Bullitt has made it clear that at that peace table conflicting 
national selfish interests created an insurmountable obstacle to an 
enduring peace. Clemenceau had no other concern than for the 
safety of France. He knew that France had escaped defeat by the 
miracle of American intervention and he feared no such constella- 
tion of allies would be able again to save the French Empire. Clemen- 
ceau dothbted that the League would insure peace in Europe and he 
opposed it vigorously until Colonel House, Wilson’s right-hand man, 
suggested that membership in the League might give France the 
protection of the American Army and Navy in the event of a future 
German attack. Then Clemenceau urged a stronger League than 
either Wilson or Lloyd George wanted! 


Mr. Bullitt has pointed out that Lloyd George was no more con- 
cerned than was Clemenceau in the international ideals of Wilson. 
Lloyd George was interested in maintaining a “balance of power” 
in Europe and in grabbing off for Britain as much new colonial ter- 
ritory as possible without creating too much of a stink. British 
policy traditionally demanded that no single power should control 
Europe and that Britain should remain unhampered to try, as Mr. 
Bullitt writes, “to weaken the strongest state on the continent of 
Europe and to build up a coalition of weaker states against it under 
sritish leadership.” Lloyd George did not want the strong League 
finally advocated by Clemenceau; and Wilson, whose great dream 
was a peace that would last forever, found himself helpless to deal 
with these astute, experienced, smooth politicians. 


Of the Treaty which was finally drawn up, Mr. Bullitt says: 
“The cumulative impression produced by the Treaty was one of ran- 


corous severity. Yet the Treaty was by no means so severe as it 
might have been. Germany was not destroyed or cut into pieces. 
Ske was rendered powerless—for the moment. She was not render- 
ed permanently impotent. 


“On the other hand, the peace was clearly not a peace of recon- 
ciliation which gave the new-born German democratic state a real 
fighting chance to survive and uproot forever the militarism which 
has been rooted so long in the soil of Brandenburg. There were 
within the Treaty too many talking points for specialists in hatred 
—like Hitler.’—[Italics ours] 


Wilson persuaded himself, wrongly of course, that the establish- 
ment and growth of power of the League would right the wrongs of 
the Treaty although he was, Mr. Bullitt reports, “entirely conscious 
that the League as it stood could not revise the Treaty and was 
essentially a mechanism to guarantee the permanence of the Treaty.” 


One of the most significant points which Mr. Bullitt makes is 
that Wilson passed up his greatest oppportunities to achieve his goal 
long before the order to cease firing. At the time of America’s en- 
trance into the war, Mr. Balfour, Great Britain’s foreign secretary, 
came to the United States to beg immediate and extensive assistance 
for the Allies. 


“At the moment the fate of the Allies was in Wilson’s hands. 
They were totally dependent for their lives on men, money, muni- 
tions, food and supplies of all sorts from America. At that moment 
Wilson could have got rid of the secret treaties and begun the work 
of turning the war into the crusade for peace which he had pro- 
claimed. Wilson had his opportunity then; but he did not use it.” 


Similar opportunities were lost during the war months and Wilson 
made no attempt to use the power he then had over the Allies, ac- 
cording to Mr. Bullitt. After the collapse of Germany, he found 
his bargaining powers almost entirely impotent. Men and munitions 
were no longer needed, financial loans from America had already 
been secured by France aid Britain. Remember these are not the 
words of a radical agitator but of a highly placed American official 
who was at Versailles and who has dared in this hour to speak the 
truth—a truth as applicable today as it was in 1917-18. 


We are facing similar situations today. Churchill has torn up 
the Atlantic Charter, Russia and France are laying claim to old and 
new territories. Many Americans are urging Mr. Roosevelt to take 
advantage of America’s impressive bargaining power now while we 
still have it. But all that the people are getting are high-sounding 
generalizations—and casualty lists. In the meantime, negotiations 
go on behind locked doors—negotiations that are chiefly concerned 
with men’s possessions and inherited privileges. 


Christian Statement 


After many national religious bodies have gone through stormy 
periods of indecision in forging a statement of policy bespeaking 
the Christian conscience and its attitude toward war, the Congrega- 
tional and Christian National Convention recently passed a resolu- 
tion which definitely stands above all other such utterances in scope, 
tolerance and vision. It was a result of a blending of the conscience 
of both the “pacific militarist” and the “militant pacifist” as they 
called themselves. We recommend this inspired resolution to you 
for careful study: 


“Professing our faith in God the Father of Jesus Christ who has 
made of one blood all nations of men, we reaffirm our Christian 
responsibility for justice, reconciliation, world order and peace. 


“We recognize in penitence our share in the war-guilt of man- 
kind. The crimes of the aggressor nations against the canons of 
civilized behavior are all too evident. But the persistent unwilling- 
ness of other nations, including our own, to rise above selfishness 
and pride in the interests of the world family community, is no less 
evident. Our refusal to act in terms of world welfare has helped 
to breed world warfare. 


“We continue to recognize and cherish within our fellowship the 
divergent positions with respect to the war which have a common 
basis in Christian faith. A majority of us believe that in the present 
situation armed aggression must be met by armed force before a just 
peace may become possible. A minority of us, convinced of the 
futility and wrongness of the war-method, renounce the use of mili- 
tary force, and give support only to the agencies of reconciliation. 
Together we work for the new world that is in Jesus Christ.” 





